FOCUS: REP. BRIAN HIGGINS

dommu.mmmgms gets results

Critics say he gains headlines with brash tactics,
tgnores other legislators’ pursuit gf the same goals

"By RoperrJ. M qﬂmﬁ.ﬂﬂ

HEWS POLITICAL REFORTER

For more than half a century, polit-
cians around Buffalo moaned, groaned
and griped about tells on the Miagara
Thruway.

But when Rep. Brian Higging last
month threatened to withhold federal
money from the state Thruway Au-
thority, the debate suddenly became

elected next vear. ) :

That wasn't all. The freshman Dam-
ocrat from South Buifalo ratsed a furor
when the New York Power Authority
offered Buffalo a minuseule relicens-
ing seiflernent. He then helped bring
home a 2279 million deal — three
times the original offer,

And while waterfront developinent
advocates complained for years about
the Slorway, it was Higgins' voice that

conpressman with blue-collar roots
and 2 Harvard education gets tesults,

30 why does Higgins feud with his
Western New York colleagues in Con-
fress?

Why do some Ecnr him as “the
best state legislator” in Washington?
- And why would an audience of io- -
cal likerals boo him on m.uﬁ_bﬁ& radio
program?

m_.,m a result of what he calls his fm-
patience with the status guo.

“That wasnt the plan,” Higgins
said, “but it's the Summnnmﬁon of tak-
ing on the tough ssues.”

Higmins has so solidly crafted his

finally prompted state transporiation
officials al least to listen.
There's no question that the roolde

new role that the Republican Party is
See H.Eﬂ._mhm o mmmmb.m

serious. Two gubernatorial candidates
even promised to wipe out the Black
Bock and Ogden Street toll barrers if

Filiz photo
Despite being a freshman congressman, Rep, Brian
Higgins has notbeen shy about rocking the boat.

T Brrrano News S THVRE Ry, May 18, 2004

nozu:z UED FROM Pace One

mm rejects ﬁrﬁ%@ you do, nothing changes’ Ew:g_% i

SUM, Higming his ot connected svery-
where, When AL Franken beoaght his e
el radio thow o Suffin on Aprdl 24
an, troviled e oomprisman as @ guest,
the I=ft-leaning sudience tooed Hippins
Nz doubt his etands on the Patriot fat
andl the war bn Irag were At thi oot

Higzins supports the Pasrley Act, and
ibough he dees not Kee bow the war has
T pomchasted, fears lhad & U5, with-
crawal o woeld cacse 2 ol war he
b Suinind asel Shiite blaslims

Crthess, 1 former Assembly Magotiny
Leader Michael I Bragman of Cioero,
hane lerg nespeetd Higgins When Boag-
mnan staged 20 unsuccessiol coup agminst
Assambly Spaaker Sheldon Silver In
2004, Higgins stuck with kim when the
effort oodlapsed, Others ban foF oy,

“Hr was a poinger mamber who hal
2% mmuzch 1 lose s 2nyone in the process,
~yeiwas willing to stand np and do whes
L thevaght wes right,” Bragamen said

Moz of all be mfects tie "lsamed
kelplessness” he says ilhestates p Swhets
ever you da, nethizy dengs" mentality.

*That gpily deseribes 2 community
thas has ost confidenc, retrated tnto It
self; arkl painted fingers,” he said,

Ep far, Higging' appraach 45 ta foous”
an seniral Betes Hhe e waterfront anid
the Power Fushaority relicensiog,

And the key has been leglslation,
whether threatensd or real When the
Povwer Autobiny Igmared hia plea for &
ricker s=ttlement to finznen waterfrant
Plujeoty, e Sled specilic bepislatint e
threatened the same for the Tanmay.

And when the Budffale Bls hinted ot
meeing becanss fhe Nattonal Foothall
Leapue's new ofiertive bargalming agres:
riut hurt Sedrns In smabler cities, he
premibsed a bl maldng the NET vaimera-
e 1 anb-trust sction

“There are convertional means 1o
achieye someething and unonventionad
meard,” he ekl “For us, legislation has
bern the basis 1o achleve seblemeant™

“When you logk st modals of Row
Bryrsolds, Slmaghter, Schumer md Cln
st weuked et 1o v the Wikgam,
Fails Az Pase, yon ser it workod,” s
uo grmbpc Demacrubis aide who was e
ferrieng t -l stabe congessional delega-
tiem and asked net to be dentifed, He
Jjutst g fior Bovnabahile and evcap oo
ries snstrad of doing the wode ™

Thesaame adde, hovwrver, ponks for Hig-
pind a3 spmecoe who o make an ime
Tt i he mins Yashinghon's wis knd
aeids *2n unmneny ability o alienate me
axybdy arsimkd him,”

“He's tough and be'e 8 fighler arsl
that’s great” the soiwrce sakd, “He's got
Lt e ponentisl, bl I needs ba gpriweop.”

One Albany denizen said MHiggins
lats T infrasasebirg proposals Sike
denedishing the Slorway, bt ignores othe
er prederts long vieavsl by she senisu-
ty 3 priorities.

“He ralses the pukiic’s conscinesiess
v these thing, Tk where ar wa geing
to Fod £100 millicn b de thdsE* the cffi
clal zakxd,

Higgira mey be oo inyratient to play

o pecmiFng s polities,” Higging sl
“Tnie point i - the camiination of thase
e efioris mesnt resul”

Gioda refurns the complinsént, em-
pliasizing the Power AuthorlTy sgee-
ment winld have never happened with-
ot Hligpise.

“EIe% heciest dnd straiphitfaowant, and
ey eperlenes with him bas been noth
tng bt peeitive,” Gick saiil "And this iz

sognasg Who shenld hava beal suspd-
s of _Un._u_u...:_lan was abvoys haddng
s et By

Foig's comubents indicite bow I
gird has determined with whem he
worses and with whom be wen'l — or
et

“Lhavz anistanding rebarienships with
Sen. [Chasles] Schusier amd Sac. s
) Ciinbom,” Blipgins gkd, “T never hoad
it with [Rep.] Toan Reynaokds, bt T o
derzmand that, beeause nis Job b to teke
me ouk Loudse Slupditer — [ just don't
hponwr her that weiL”

Bupt Higging' extifes maintain he galag
Theacdtines with brash tectics, while ignor-
ing anker bepialetngs” parsait of the gune

.._.Hnbﬁ ING = from AL
srnggling 1o nd an epponent for him
this yoar — eveny s lve woo by caly
B0 wited two years ngn over former
Conenby Comptncilier Nascy A Naples,

Dut it doesst nsas be is salling
trough his $iest term witheut erities.
They sy his méltheds e differ feom e2-
rakilislied poditiziens that rvalries and re-
senAments weere inedtabie

He hzs npenly Suded with Rep. L
ize B Slaughier, the Democerat from o
Rochesier suabuct who shaces represonta-
Son of Bulfen with Higgira. Meny sy
she plmnd an eqaally important mole in
te hydnpoenr spmnnment bat Higmns
pot nearly pll the credit She avehll pot
e for s shory,

Higging shnags off the erites and sy
ke grits oloayy with 'Tikeanindsd peoghe
wha are coneerned ghart this cammunl-
ty.* Tie poicets Lo his work with Anthony
H. GGlaly, a major Zenublican fipue whe
B now chaimsan of e Erie Canal Har-
bar Devdopment Corp, 25 the “new par-

Pragnian sand bhe ibougll then and
believes now that Higrins will sucessd
hecslse Pl Ol abiETY 40 undcratasl
what is Inpartant, and has inteloct and

‘Higgins' s have worknd, aconed-
L v Beallale Miagmra Fadneship Pres-
dent Andrew T, Hudrdek, beeasse e bas

mligm” fr cosperaticn graks, They el him “Washington's best oy cuciventional nules. He sys Hoffelo
e § was oking the governor on stabe leglslaton” and dabm his blis often politiclans aceomplished 19tte that way,  adogled o "project-specific agproach that  SSUFAES
relicensing the Power Auibority, Tomy  pronsise resuhs thed It can® achieve axa while ke froed poogress on blg tsraes s not ideclogiead; they're not T or B i5-. ———
lifoe the wateritont and hpdropowes, SR

loir was using bis influencs withoet  frashman member of the minorty. #-ratEl gt B umen comr




